CLASSIC CRIMES
alarmed; she thought it was done by the servants. She did
not hear the dog bark during the night. Witness then stated
how the prisoner informed her of the child's disappearance.
I asked her why she had not told me sooner: she said she did not
come, as she thought I had heard him cry and had fetched him. I
replied, " How dare you say so ? You know I could not carry him." ...
I had never gone and taken the child from the room when the nurse
was asleep.
After discovery of the murder, when accused was brushing
her mistress's hair, she exclaimed, "Oh, ma'am, it's revenge!"
Cross-examined, Mrs. Kent said that the nurse was particularly
kind to the child, who was very fond of her. After his death she
often spoke of him with sorrow and affection. In re-examina-
tion, witness said that the boy was a general favourite; she
knew of no one who had any vengeful feeling against him or
the family. On concluding her evidence witness asked leave
to make a voluntary statement, which was refused. One
wonders what she wanted to say.
Sarah Cox, the housemaid, was then called and examined,
but contributed nothing to our knowledge of the facts. At
the conclusion of her testimony the Court rose. The solid
body of spectators, who had waited outside all day, "hooted
and hissed every carriage that left, believing it to contain
the Kent family/'
Next morning the examination of witnesses was resumed.
The cook,- the gardener, and the two eldest Miss Kents
succeeded each other in the box without adding anything
material to the issue. Then Miss Constance Emilie Kent
was called*
On Friday the 29th of June I was at home, I had been at home
about a fortnight 1 had been previously at school, as a boarder, at
Beckington. The little boy who was murdered was at home also* I
last saw him .in the evening, when he went to bed. He was a merry,
good-tempered lad, fond of romping. I was accustomed to play with
him often. I had played with him that day. He appeared to be fond
of me, and I was fond of him.
On the Saturday night she slept in the same nightdress she
had worn all that week. She put on a clean one on the Sunday
or* Monday night. Her third nightdress was missing; she
did not know what had become of it. Cross-examined, she
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